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Final Reminder - Places are selling out fast  
for our Annual Convention!   

 

A final reminder to book a place at the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Spring 
Convention.  Details and the Booking form are on our website:  
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html 
 

The Convention has at-
tracted an impressive group 
of speakers to cover a wide 
range of topics throughout 
the day with the main lec-
tures being presented by the 
renowned Celia Davis, Peter 
Sutcliffe and Norman Car-
reck. 

 
There is something for everyone, beginner to expert.   
 

Apart from the three main lectures, you can choose to attend two out of 
the six seminars and in between times it is a great opportunity to catch 
up with beekeeping colleagues throughout the County and beyond.  
 

Remember, you can also stock up on beekeeping equipment and read-
ing matter from Paynes Southdown Bee Farms, so don’t forget your 
shopping list! 
 

Lunch is included and for West Sussex Beekeepers there is a special 
price of £20 per person. Members of other associations and non-
members, £25.  On the day if space allows, £25. 
 

Book now to ensure you get a place and can attend your preferred semi-
nars. 
 

Contact: Gordon Allan on email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com or phone 
01798 343470  or see the website. 

Our Annual Convention 

Saturday 27th February 
9.30am – 4.30 pm  

Lodge Hill, Pulborough 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html
mailto:wsbkaconvention@gmail.com


BBKA Annual Delegate Meeting 
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Melvyn Essen reports on his attendance at the BBKA ADM in January 
 

The 56th Annual Delegate Meeting was held at Chesford Grange Hotel, Kenilworth on 
Saturday 9th January.  I attended the meeting as WSBKA Delegate.  This was an ex-
perience for me and made our AGM look like a walk in the park!   
 

We were told that a web-based spray liaison scheme will be launched this June and 
farmers and spraying contractors can, if they wish, register on an online site provid-
ing details of when and where they intend to spray and with what.  Any beekeepers that have registered 
and have bees near the crop to be sprayed will be notified by email. 
 

Howard Pool, BBKA Treasurer, helped to put minds at rest with his relaxing way of talking about the BBKA 
finances.  He reported the Association has £600,000 in reserve with running costs at £211,000.  He com-
mented that many charities keep 6 months running costs in reserve.  His proposition to raise the capita-
tion fee by £2 was defeated after going to a membership vote.  Your Association voted FOR a rise which 
we believe would still have represented great value for money.  Savings will now have to be found! 
 

John Hendrie was elected to replace Dr David Aston, the retiring President and the election of Trustees 
and Examination Board representatives followed.   
 

Delegates agreed to BBKA hosting the International Meeting of Young Beekeepers in 2017, if adequate 
funding can be arranged.  A one-off levy of £1 per member will be paid by Associations to help fund this 
event.  However, this assumes that £30,000 can be raised by sponsorship.   
 

Melvyn 
chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk 

WSBKA Annual Bee Market & Auction - 23rd April 

Saturday 23rd April will again see us at the Brinsbury Campus in Pulborough for our annual Bee Market & 
Auction.  This event cannot happen without YOU and if you are available to help with a variety of tasks 
including assisting in the Auction Ring or serving tea and coffee please 
contact me or speak to your local division’s committee members. 
 

Details are now on the WSBKA website so if you have surplus equipment 
you wish to sell download the Lot Entry Form and Guidance Notes.  
Closing date for entries is 13th April or when 300 lots have been regis-
tered. 
 

Sue Cooper will again be running her very popular plant stall.  Your con-
tributions are appreciated as ever so if you can help please contact Sue on email: 
woodbugs23@gmail.com or phone on 01798 870 461 for more details. 
 
Worthing Division will again be running a tombola for the benefit of the WSBKA exchequer and all prize 
donations will be gratefully received.   
 

As always, your support is greatly appreciated.   
 

Graham  
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk    01403 752493 or mobile 07761 349281 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:woodbugs23@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 9th February - ‘Spring Preparation & DIY Beekeeping’.  The Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy 

Lane, Fishbourne at 7:30pm. 
Details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Tuesday 23rd February - Peter Higgs from BeeGone will talk on ‘Honeybee Removal’ at North Hall, 

Loxwood at 7:30pm.  Further details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 11th February - ‘The Patterson Unit’ presented by Roger Patterson at the Ferring Village 

Hall, 7:30pm.  Further details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

Saturday 13th February - Surrey BKA’s ‘Course in General Husbandry’.  De-

tails in last month’s newsletter. 

Saturday 27th February - West Sussex BKA Annual Convention.  Details 

in this newsletter. 

Saturday 5th March - Wisborough Green BKA Beginners’ & Improvers’ 

Day.  Pulborough Village Hall, RH20 2BF.  See article in last month’s newsletter. 

Saturday 5th March - 11th Surrey Bee Day, Surrey BKA 9.30am - 5pm.  Cobham Village Hall, Lushington Drive, 

Cobham.  Details in this newsletter.  

Saturday 12th March - Portsmouth & District BKA Spring Convention.  See article in last month’s newsletter. 

Tuesday 15th March - WSBKA Annual General Meeting.  Details next month. 

Sunday 20th March - Meridian Beekeepers presents ’Honey - A Sweet Solution to Infection’ at the Botley Hall 

Market, Botley.  2:30pm.  See article in this newsletter.  
 

Saturday 16th April - Reigate BKA Auction.  Mickleham Village Hall, Dell Close, Mickleham.  Details on the As-
sociation’s website:  http://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/2016/01/11/auction-of-bees-beekeeping-equip-2/ 

Saturday 23rd April - West Sussex BKA Annual Bee Market & Auction at the Brinsbury Campus, Pulbor-

ough.  Details now on our website. 
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mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://reigatebeekeepers.org.uk/2016/01/11/auction-of-bees-beekeeping-equip-2/


11th Surrey BKA Bee Day - 5th March 

Surrey Beekeepers are organising their 11th annual event on Saturday 5th  
March at Cobham Village Hall, Lushington Drive, Cobham KT11 2L .  09:30am 
to 5pm. 

Programme & Speakers:    

Pam Hunter – ‘A History of Beekeeping’.  Pam, a Master Beekeeper, is cur-

rently Chair of the BBKA Examinations Board.   
 

Dan Basterfield – ‘Reading a Hive’.  Dan is a bee farmer and well known lec-

turer on the craft of beekeeping.  He holds the National Diploma in Beekeep-
ing (NDB).    
 

Juliet Osborne – ‘An Overview of Current Research’.  Juliet recently moved 

from Rothamsted Research and is now a Professor at Exeter University’s Environment & Sustainability In-
stitute.    
 

Margaret Murdin –‘Years 2-11 in Beekeeping’.  Margaret is a Master Beekeeper, holds the NDB and is 

currently Vice-Chair of the BBKA Trustees.     
 

Tickets £24 including lunch, from: Sandra Rickwood 01932 244326  rickwoodsbka@gmail.com  
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Meridian Beekeepers Lecture - 20th March 

Meridian BKA are hosting Dr Rowena Jenkins from Cardiff Metropolitan University on Sunday 20th March  
at Botley Market Hall, Botley, SO30 2EA. 
 

Dr Jenkins’ lecture is entitled ‘Honey - A Sweet Solution to Infection’.  Cardiff School of Health has been 
involved in researching the antimicrobial effects of manuka honey on bacteria of clinical significance eg: 
MRSA, P. aeruginosa, and S. pyogenes for more than a decade.   She is currently involved in the efficacy of 
using honey with antibiotics against both planktonic and biofilms of bacteria. 
 

Refreshments will be available after the talk.   
 

The cost is just £8.  To book please email: louisewithbees@gmail.com, or phone 01489 781155.   
 

For more details see the Association’s website: www.meridianbeekeepers.co.uk 

BBKA Exam Board Roundup 2015 

The BBKA Examinations Board has produced a comprehensive report for 2015.  It is too 
large to reproduce here, but if you would like to read about the successes from last year, 
check on dates for the 2016 assessments and examinations read the full report on our web-
site:  www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html 
 
The report also contains details of syllabus and procedural changes to the Basic Assessment, General and 
Advanced Husbandry Certificates.  So if you are considering taking any of these practical exams this year 
take a look. 

mailto:rickwoodsbka@gmail.com
mailto:louisewithbees@gmail.com
http://www.meridianbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/newsletters.html


Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 
 

Funny things buses, you wait ages for one, then three come along at once.  It 
seems the same applies to articles about different hive types.  No sooner had I fin-
ished my piece when I opened my latest issue of ‘BeeCraft’ and found no less than 
3 articles mentioning different hive types.  Do I start again?  No I will just add my 
three ha’pence.  Clearly hive type is a topic whose time has come.  
 
Despite earlier designs by Prokopovych (Ukraine) and Dzierzon (Poland), Lorenzo 
Langstroth (USA) is generally credited as the grandfather of moveable frame hives.  
Most designs in modern use evolved from the Langstroth, which is the most 
widely used hive type today, mainly because of the large numbers of beekeepers 

in the Americas.  Despite this the UK has its National and Germany its Zander hives while the French use 
hives devised by Voirnot and Layens.  Nationalism and custom may be the reason why individual coun-
tries retain their own hives.  I was looking at a copy of ‘Serbian Beekeeper’ from 2005 recently and they 
use several hives with their own names, designed for different purposes.  Multiply that across the 27 
states of the EU and there may well be a hundred or more different hive types in use in Europe.  Thornes 
sell 10, and that does not include size variations available.  I am surprised someone in Brussels hasn’t tried 
to create a standard Euro hive!  
 
I do not propose or even presume to adjudicate on which is the best hive, but to look at some of the is-
sues.  Others, as usual, are free to disagree.  The advantage of people within an area having the same or 
at least compatible hives is obvious.  Hive production costs can be kept down, hives can be bought and 
sold easily and stocks of bees and equipment become interchangeable.  I well remember retrieving a col-
ony of bees which had set up home in some abandoned Langstroth frames.  We then had the challenge of 
adapting these to fit in a National.  The cut-down frames survived for quite some time with gentle han-
dling before being replaced.   
 
I think one of the main issues with beehives is to assume one size fits all bees.  The British Standard frame 
which dates back to 1882 and the hives of the day, must have been designed to fit the native British bees 
they housed, before the import of more prolific bee strains.  If we are going to stay with the smaller Brit-
ish hives, I think there are 3 ways the problem of more prolific bees can be tackled.  Perhaps the easiest is 
to build a bigger box, hence the 14” x 12” frame, which is popular with some, although having tried it, I 
find the deep frames harder to handle and inspect.  The 14” x 12” effectively creates the frame area of a 
brood and a half, in which a super is used as an additional brood box.  I have never liked a brood and a 
half, since it results in brood on two different frame sizes, and if colonies look 
like they are going to be large, I prefer to use a double brood box.  Maybe 
the best option, but the most time consuming, is to select for non-prolific 
bees, which fit the National brood box.  There is a further option and that is 
to expand the brood box sideways rather than upwards as the brood ex-
pands.  Long hives have been around for years but the one best known in 
England today is the Dartington hive and its plastic derivative the Beehaus.   I 
did try a long hive for a year or two but never got much from it until I put a 
division board in to reduce the size and put a super on the top.  It then 
worked like a normal hive.  Maybe bees just don’t like building horizontally 
but prefer to go up and down.  After all the heat needed to draw wax moves 
up not sideways and given extra boxes of foundation bees will often build a 

Jim’s Jottings 
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The Dartington Hive 



That brings me to top bar hives.  I doubt 
there are many things more aesthetically 
pleasing in beekeeping than the shape of 
a newly drawn top bar frame, with its 
natural catenary shape and translucent 
comb.  
 
The bees building without foundation get 
to build what they want, where they 
want.  The problem of building sideways remains and those 
who keep TBHs say that the bees often have their own ideas 
of where they want to draw the comb and the beekeeper is 
forever correcting their construction with a knife.  The natu-
ral comb building of the TBH, is also to be found in the 
Warré hive and in many ways they are similar, using founda-
tion-less top bars, except the Warré hive builds vertically 
and in this is more like a conventional hive.   

 
We all know that bees build their comb downwards from a starting point.  
Try putting a swarm in a hive without a crownboard and they start from the 
roof ignoring any frames of foundation.  The idea of a Warré seems attrac-
tive.  Put another box under the one in use and over time the bees will build 
down into it.  Except do they?  Once they have built a nest of about the 
right size they will stop and to keep them building downwards, it is neces-
sary to remove the top box forcing them to create more comb in the one 
below.  Lifting the whole ensemble to insert the next box requires several 
people or a machine.  
 
I would not want to discourage anyone from using any sort of hive, after all 
we are all beekeepers, but what we have in beekeeping is a sort of evolu-
tion of designs, which work.  Most of us may now be rather dilettante bee-
keepers with a few hives producing ever so costly honey, but it wasn’t al-
ways so and people whose livelihood depended on their honey yield and 
the cost of production soon worked out which hives were best for them.  
For me it’s the WBC at home, but in my out-apiary, to which I have moved 

hives by trailer, I use Nationals.   I want to be able to observe the bees, inspect the combs and also get a 
worthwhile amount of honey.   
 
Others may be less worried about honey yield and just like the idea of having bees in their garden and go-
ing and watching them from time to time but otherwise leaving them to their own devices, swarms and 
all.  The bees of course will have the final say because if they don’t like what we offer them they can 
leave.  The fact they rarely do, suggests they aren’t too bothered what they live in! 
 

Whatever type of hive you use may this year be your best. 
 
 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
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A Top Bar Hive 

The Warré Hive 

mailto:jimnorfolk@btinternet.com


We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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and finally... 
 

Swarm Collectors 2016 

The BBKA will shortly be collating its Swarm Collectors List for the com-
ing season.  So if you believe you have the necessary experience, are 
able to take swarms within a 10 mile radius of your postcode and are 
prepared to remain on the list for the season please speak to your divi-
sion’s committee members.  Your division must endorse your applica-
tion and will provide a list of its approved members to the BBKA.  De-
tails will then be entered onto the Association’s website. 
 
Please note that you may not accept payment for this service other 
than out-of-pocket expenses or sell-on the swarm to a third party.  To 
do so will invalidate your BBKA insurance. 
 
A copy of the BBKA Swarm Collector’s Protocol is available to download 
from the BBKA website.  Alternatively contact me or one of your division’s committee members for a 
copy. 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

